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Amber Charter School 
Board Minutes 
June 13, 2018 

MEETING CHAIR: 
Soledad Hiciano 
 
MEETING SCRIBE: 
Valentina Rubio-Dumornay 
 
MEETING LOCATION:  
Amber Charter School, East Harlem, 220 East 106th Street, New York, NY, 10029 
 
ATTENDANCE: 
Board: Amador Centeno, Elena Goldberg Velasquez, Beatriz Gonzalez, Anthony Harris, Soledad Hiciano, 
Jazmine Landa, Shawnte Lorick, Brian Quillin  
Absent: Frank Aldridge, John Gutierrez, Jenna Pantel 
Guests: Kelly Combs, Brad Olsen 
Staff: Vasthi Acosta, Veronica Almedina, Sashemani Elliott, Kirsys Gomez, Elizabeth Pitula, Valentina 
Rubio-Dumornay, Gregory Smith 
 
I. Call to Order 
Ms. Hiciano called the meeting to order at 6:15 pm. 
 
II.  Check In 
Board Members checked in.  
 
III. Resignation of Trustee Anthony Harris 

o Ms. Hiciano informed the Board of Trustees that Mr. Harris will be moving to Washington DC at 
the end of the month and will resign from the Board. Mr. Harris expressed that he had a 
magnificent time serving as a Trustee and working with amazing teachers and administrators. 
He said he would always be a friend of Amber. 

o Ms. Hiciano thanked Mr. Harris for his service and work in the Facilities Committee.  
 

IV. Approval of New Trustees 
o Ms. Hiciano introduced Mr. Brad Olsen to the Board of Trustees as a prospective Board 

Member. Mr. Olsen has been a volunteer committee member in the Finance Committee for 
over two years. He is a Managing Director at National Commercial Banking.  

o Ms. Hiciano asked for the motion to approve Mr.  Brad Olsen as a Board Trustee.    
o Move: Amador Centeno 
o Second: Elena Goldberg Velazquez 
o Aye: All 
o Nay: None 
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o Ms. Hiciano introduced Ms. Kelly Combs to the Board as a prospective Board member. Ms. 
Combs is a colleague of Mr. Harris at Gensler. She is an architect working in Educational 
spaces.  

o Ms. Hiciano asked for the motion to approve Ms. Kelly Combs as a Board Trustee    
o Move: Anthony Harris 
o Second: Elena Goldberg Velazquez 
o Aye: All 
o Nay: None 

 
V. Presentation  of  Final  MAP  Assessment  Data 

i) East Harlem 
o Ms. Elliott and Ms. Pitula presented the MAP results: 3rd-5th grade were at or above the 

norm. Kinder, 1st, 2nd and 4th Grade were below the norm. Ms. Elliott reported that they 
were very proud of 5th grade’s performance as they had been concerned but the cohort 
met the norm. Ms. Elliott highlighted how much growth the students made throughout 
the year.  

o Ms. Elliott noted that chronic absences start to catch up to a student’s academic 
performance by 3rd grade.  

ii) Kingsbridge  
o Ms. Almedina and Mr. Smith presented the MAP results: for ELA: Kinder over 

performed well above the norm, 1st grade is within one point of the norm, 2nd grade 
was sluggish at first but achieved the norm.  

o For Math: Kinder out performed exceptionally well, 1st grade was 2 points from the 
norm and 2ND grade surpassed the norm.  

o The students’ annual growth mirrors their achievement.  
 

VI. Development Committee  Report on Sip and Bid Event 
o Ms. Goldberg Velazquez reported to the board that the Sip and Bid event was a great 

success. Some Trustees donated the designer bags and individuals successfully bid in a 
silent auction. The event raised around $9K.  

 
VII. Executive Director Report 

o Dr. Acosta reported that Ms. Landa ran a parent fundraiser at Kingsbridge and raised $900.  
o Dr. Acosta attended a Lunch & Learn event with Chancellor Carranza at the NYC Charter Center.  
o Work has commenced with the new audit firm.  
o The East Harlem building will be painted from top to bottom over the summer. Due to the work 

that will begin shortly, summer school will occur at a nearby public school in East Harlem. 
o The school will be migrating from Outlook email and server system to a Google platform.  
o Two interns from Educational Pioneers have been hired to work on two separate projects, 

Alumni planning and the social and emotional skills connection to the Amber Way.  
 

VIII. ACS Kingsbridge Principal Report  
o Ms. Almedina reported that Amber service day went really well as all grades participated in 

different projects. The second graders went to a senior center to deliver games for the senior 
citizens. The crossing guard was very grateful for the gift basket and the children’s thank you 
cards. Other 2nd graders went to see their tutors from the International Leadership Charter High 
School to give their tutors little college gift bags since they are off to college.  

o Amber Kingsbridge hosted a Spring Family event with a focus on science stations. It was a very 
successful event.      
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o Katie Yamasaki the author of When the Cousins came visited Amber Kingsbridge, she read her 
book to the students and autographed copies for the students who purchased the book.  
                                                                                                                          

VIII. ACS East Harlem Principal Report 
o Ms. Elliott reported that Ms. Pena lead the Generation On grant on Amber Service Day by 

attending a senior center. Other grades participated in other service projects. 
o The District Charter Collaborative gave Amber an award for innovative practices in Math. Amber 

participated with three other schools throughout the school year in this project. Ms. Elliott looks 
forward to continuing this partnership with these schools in the coming school year.  

o Ms. Elliott attended a workshop at Hunter College on the new state learning standards.  
 

IX. Board Chair Report  
 

Motion to approve May Board Minutes: 
o Move: Jazmine Landa 
o Second: Brian Quillin 
o Aye: All 
o Nay: None 
o Abstain: Amador Centeno, Beatriz Gonzalez, Shawnte Lorick 

 
o Ms. Hiciano reminded Trustees of the Board Retreat on July 23rd at Allegria Hotel in Long Island. 

 
o Ms. Hiciano reminded Trustees that negotiations have started with the UFT.  

 
o Stepping Up ceremonies are coming at the end of June and Ms. Hiciano encouraged Trustees to 

attend.  
 

o Lastly, Ms. Hiciano thanked Mr. Harris for his years of service at Amber Charter School and 
honored him with an award for his commitment to our students and school mission. 

 
o Dr. Acosta reminded Trustees to fill out the Board end of the year survey and SUNY disclosure 

forms. 
 
X. Committee Reports: Questions? 
No questions. 
 
XI. Board Meeting Adjournment 

Ms. Hiciano called for the adjournment of the meeting after asking if there was any other new 
business. Vote to adjourn the meeting:  

o Move: Amador Centeno 
o Second: Beatriz Gonzalez 
o Aye: All 
o Nay: None 
o Abstain: None 

 
Meeting adjourned at 7:59 pm. 


